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Grove Wood, Fethard (S2233); solitary bush
in one valley south from Clydagh Bridge
(R8727). Perhaps a recent immigrant in
Ireland, gradually spreading northwards.

*R. melanodermis
Dundrum Sanctuary (R9641); patch in one
valley south from Clydagh Bridge (R8727).

R. botryeros
Dundrum sanctuary; Bansha Wood
(R933335); Unrecorded for Ireland till 2001,
this western species has proved similarly
frequent in Co. Waterford to the south.

*R. longithyrsiger
Shanballymore Wood; Glengarra Wood;
Caher Station (S0524); Ballydavid Wood.
Another western species continuing frequent
southwards into Co. Waterford.

R. subtercanens
Glengarra Wood (R927190). A second find
on the S side of the Galtees of this apparently
very local Irish species, which otherwise seems
confined to a limited area in Co. Meath that
extends just into Co. Kildare

*R. hylocharis
Kilballyboy Wood, near Clogheen (S018015)

*R. scabripes
Scaragh Wood, near Caher (S0225); patch
beside Ballydavid former hostel.

*R. scaber
Dundrum Sanctuary; Scaragh Wood; two
patches by Ballydavid former hostel; Cahir
Station. A new, secondary Irish centre for this
mainly Central European species long
renowned for its anomalously wide occurrence
and local abundance in Connaught.

*R. britannicus
Bansha Wood. A probable recent invader from
England, widespread in N. Tipperary (H10)
but as yet known elsewhere in Ireland only in
the vicinity of Waterford City (H6).

*R. hindii
In plenty on the clay in Grove Wood, Fethard.
A recently-described British Isles endemic
(but long known under the incorrect name of
R. scabrosus) that is proving very widespread in
Ireland and especially frequent in N Tipperary
(H10).

In addition, apart from the customary sizeable
proportion of entities that cannot be matched
with material from other vice-counties (most of
them probably too narrowly local in their
occurrence ever to qualify for taxonomic
recognition), two species which are candidates

for early description were recorded:
‘Long sepals’

A tall and robust member of series Radulae
with large, narrow, white or pale pink petals
and ultra-long sepal points, locally common
in the Irish Midlands, typically on wood
margins. Abundant in Grove Wood, Fethard
and in some unascertained quantity in the
wood next to Ballydavid former hostel.

‘False praetextus’
A low-growing pink-flowered member of
series Glandulosi, dried material of which is
liable to be mistaken for the true R. praetextus
of SE England, Belgium and parts of France.
Found in profusion in tracts of ancient
woodland on the Isle of Wight and the
Somerset – Wiltshire border, this is a most
unexpected addition to the Irish List collected
from two separate spots in Bansha Wood.

Acknowledgements: We are grateful to Alan
Newton and (for ‘False praetextus’) Rob Randall
for assistance with determinations. 

David E. Allen
Lesney Cottage, Middle Road, Winchester,
Hampshire SO22 5EJ, U.K.
Rosaleen M. Fitzgerald
606 River Forest, Captains, Leixlip, Co. Kildare

A new county record for alpine
clubmoss (Diphasiastrum

alpinum) from the Comeragh
Mountains, Co. Waterford (H6)

The alpine clubmoss (Diphasiastrum alpinum L.
(Holub)) was recently recorded in Co. Waterford
for the first time during a pilot survey of upland
habitats, carried out on behalf of the National
Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS), Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government. The species occurred at two
exposed locations on the plateau of the
Comeragh Mountains (cSAC 001952) at the
head of Coumlara (S3089011241,
S3094011274, recorded using a Trimble Nomad
handheld computer with integrated GPS
receiver) at an altitude of c.735 m a.s.l. and was
recorded on 24 March and 6 April 2010
respectively.  The populations were scattered
through an area of rocky montane heath which
appeared to have developed where upland
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blanket bog had been eroded down to siliceous
bedrock and gravel. The patchy vegetation was
dominated by Calluna vulgaris (L.) Hull and
Racomitrium lanuginosum (Hedw.) Brid.
D. alpinum is listed as a characteristic species of
Alpine and Boreal heaths (4060), which appear
on Annex I of the Habitats Directive (Anon.
2007 Interpretation manual of European Union
habitats. EUR 27. European Commission DG
Environment, Brussels. Online at: http://ec.
europa.eu/environment/nature/legisdlation/
habitatsdirective/docs/2007_07_im.pdf. Date
accessed: 1 October 2010) and are one of the
qualifying interests of the Comeragh Mountains
cSAC.
Diphasiastrum alpinum has an upland

distribution, occurring on mossy heaths or bare
peat on mountain ridges and summits and is rare
and apparently declining in Ireland. It is
currently known from Cos Wicklow and Galway
northwards and formerly from Co. Kerry but is
now apparently extinct there (Webb, D. A.,
Parnell, J. and Doogue, D. 1996 An Irish flora.
Seventh edition. Dundalgan Press, Dundalk).
Distribution map data show that the species,
having previously been recorded from 49
hectads, has been confirmed from only 17
hectads in Ireland since 1987 (Preston, C. D.
Pearman, D. A. and Dines, T. D. (eds) 2002 The
new atlas of the British and Irish flora. Oxford
University Press, Oxford), although it is unclear
whether this apparent decline is due to the actual
loss of the species or insufficient recent botanical
recording effort in the Irish uplands (Conaghan,
J. 2006 Irish Naturalists’ Journal 28: 305).
However, in a recent resurvey of six sites at which
the species was previously recorded, it was only
refound at four (Nienhuis, C. and Smyth, N.
2009 Conservation and monitoring of legally
protected and annexed fern allies in Ireland.
Interim report to the National Parks & Wildlife
Service, Dublin), which suggests that the species
is indeed declining and should be closely
monitored. In view of the previously known
distribution of D. alpinum in Ireland, this new
county record represents a significant southward
extension in the known range of this rare and
declining species in Ireland.
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Zoological Notes

Grey seal (Halichoerus grypus)
with algae growing on its back

Over the last 30 years I have regularly visited
Skerries Harbour, Co. Dublin (O.2561) and
observed the resident grey seals (Halichoerus
grypus (Fabricius)), swimming around; the large
size distinguishing it from the much smaller
common seal (Phoca viyulina L.) which also visits
the harbour occasionally. On 16 September
2008, a female grey seal, told from the male by its
lighter colouring and smaller head, attracted my
attention because she appeared to have a growth
of green algae on her back.  As she dived I
managed to get some photographs that
confirmed what I thought I had seen.  I returned
on 20 September and obtained much better
photographs (see Fig.1) that clearly show this
algal growth.  I have never seen this before, but
on making enquiries with other observers, there
is a report by a local fisherman  from the same
location of a male seal with algae growing on its
back that dates from about 20 years earlier.

On searching the scientific literature I have
come across two references to similar occurrences
in North America.  Sheffer V. B. and Slipp J. W.
(1944 American Midland Naturalist 32: 381-
415) reported pregnant or crippled harbour seals
(Phoca vitulina L.) with algal growths and
Mackenzie (B. A. 1954 Journal of Mammalogy
35:595-596) reported grey seals taken by hunters
with “green moss on their backs”. The alga was
identified as Enteromorpha groenlandica that
flourishes when kept wet and cool, but rapidly
disappears after one or two hot sunny days in
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